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Jesus Christ, knowing that He would soon lay down His Life for all
mankind and return to His Father in Heaven, said this to those who
had been with Him and believed in Him:

“I will ask the F ather, and He will gve you another Counselor to be with
you forever —- the Spiit of Truth. The world cannot accet Him, because
it neither sees Him nor knavs Him. But you know Him, for He lives with
you and will be in you. 1 will not leave you as ophans.

Al this | have spolen while still with you. But the Counselarthe Holy
Spirit, Whom the Father will send in My Name will teach you all things
and will remind you of everything | have said to yu. Reace | leae with
you; My peace | gve you. | do not gve to you as the verld gives. Do not
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afaid.

When the Counselor come&Vhom | will send to you from the Father,
the Spirit of Truth Who goes out fiom the Father, He will testify about
Me. And you also nust testify, for you have been with Me fom the
beginning. All this | have told you so tha you will not go astray.

| tell you theTruth: Itis for your good that | am going avay. Unless | @
away, the Counselor will not come to gu; but if | go, I will send Him to
you. When He the Spirit of Truth, comes,He will guide you into all
Truth. He will not speak on His evn; He will speak only what He hears,
and He will tell you what is yet to come

He will bring glory to Me by taking from what is Mine and making it
known to you. All that belongs to the Ether is Mine. That is why | said
the Spirit will tak e from what is Mine and male it known to you”’

Jesus Christ was present in His earthly body with His disciples on a
daily basis for over three years. They learned first hand from Him,
and He met all their needs. Therefore, He wanted to comfort, en-
courage, and assure them that as He returned to His Father in Heaven;
God would still be with them, even as He was.

The Bible, God’s Word, teaches us that there is One True God, mani-
fested in Three Persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Itis
important that we recognize each Person of the Godhead and de-
velop a proper relationship with each as the Word teaches us.
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Your first encounter with the Holy Spirit was when He began show-
ing you your need to have a relationship with your Creator. He opened
your eyes to spiritual things, quickening you while you were still
dead in your sins. He revealed Jesus Christ to you as Savior, the only
way to return to God.

You were Born Again, or Born of the Spirit, when you prayed to

receive Jesus as your Lord and Savior. You inherited a Divine or
spiritual nature from God, and could begin relating to Him. You are
now alive to spiritual Truth and to an entirely new realm of life.

This new unseen Kingdom is spiritual and Heavenly, not natural and
earthly, and is only revealed by the Holy Spirit to those who are born
of the Spirit of God. On one occasion, when Jesus was speaking to a
very religious man, He said,

"I tell y ou the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless
he is bom again." "Ho w can a man be bon when he is old?"
The man asled. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his
mother's womb to be bon!"

Jesus anwered, "l tell y ou the truth, no one can enter the king-
dom of God unless he is barof water and the Spirit. Flesh gves
bir th to flesh,but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not
be sumprised & My saying, "You must be bomn again.’

The wind blows wherever it pleasesYou hear its sound but you
cannot tell where it comes fom or where it is going. So it is with
everyone bom of the Spirit."

Even today, the world is full of religious people who don’t under-
stand spiritual Truth. They cannot perceive or enter the Kingdom of
God. All their religious acts, traditions, and good works are futile.
They must be born of the Spirit of God by receiving Jesus Christ as
their personal Savior and Lord.

Always remember what Jesus said about Himself:

“I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the
Father, except by Me.” Jesus Christ is the only way to God!
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Religious people will also have difficulty understanding you and your
new life and lifestyle, and you should not expect anything different.
The Bible says:

The man without the Spiit does not accpt the things that come from
the Spirit of God, for they are folishness to himand he cannot under
stand them, because the are spirituall y discemed The spiritual man
makes judgments aout all things, but he himself is not subject to an
man's judgment: "For who has knavn the mind of the Lord that he
may instruct him?" But w e have the mind of Chiist.

Therefore, don’t expect anyone, who has not been born of the Spirit
of God by receiving Jesus Christ into their life as their personal Sav-
ior and Lord, to think the way you do or have the same priorities, or
act the same way. Your entire way of life and thinking will probably
seem foolish to them.

Also, do not submit yourself to their way of thinking, nor their

lifestyle, nor their judgment of things. You now have the mind of
Christ, and the Holy Spirit will help you and teach you everything
you need to know to live according to the precepts of God'’s Kingdom.

Just as Jesus safthe Holy Spirit will guide you into all Truth” .
It is also written,'No one knows the thoughts of God except the
Spirit of God.” And“W e have not received the spiiit of the world
but the Spirit Who is from God, that we may understand what
God has freely given us'

Believers are instructed in God’s Word to rely on the Holy Spirit to
teach them the Truth, not on peopféam wr iting these things to
you about those vho are trying to lead you astray. As for you,

the Anointing you received from Him remains in you, and you do

not need aryone to teab you. But as HisAnointing teaches yu
about all things and as tha Anointing is real, not counterfeit--
just as It has taught yu, remain in Him."

The Holy Spirit will always teach you the Truth and how to discern
between the Truth and the lies of our enemy, Satan. You must rely on
the Spirit of God and not on your own understanding or that of oth-
ers who don’t have the Spirit of God.
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The Holy Spirit directed the writing of God’s Word, the Bible, and
He knows the thoughts of God. He will always direct our minds to
the Truth as we acknowledge Him and trust Him completely with the
direction and guidance of every aspect of our lives, in the same way
that we trusted Jesus Christ with our Eternal Destiny.

We must make a daily effort to develop our relationship with the

Holy Spirit, not in an intellectual, emotional, or physical sense, but
rather by our spirit communicating with God’s Spirit as we read,

study, and meditate upon God’s Word, the Bible. His Word must be
a vital and integral part of our relationship with the Holy Spirit.

Remember that your enemy, Satan, is the deceiver, and he often op-
erates as a counterfeiter. He makes his lies look like the Truth, and
the only way to recognize the lies is to know the Truth. When we
know God's Word, the Truth that the Holy Spirit has inspired, we can
then discern lies from the devil as we compare them with the Truth.

Therefore, the Word of God is important in knowing when God is
speaking to us by His Spirit. The Holy Spirit takes from what is
Christ’'s and makes it known to us, and all that the Father has belongs
to Jesus. So when the Holy Spirit communicates with our spirits, He
will be speaking the mind of God, which aligns perfectly with His
Word, the Bible. His written Word and His spoken Word are One.

If we think that the Holy Spirit is guiding us in something that is
contrary to the written Word in any way, we know it is not God. It
may be the devil trying to mislead us, or our natural intellect, our
feelings, or just our natural desires wanting their way.

It is written, “F or the Word of God is living and active Shaiper than
any double-edged svord, It penetrates even to diiding soul and spiiit,
joints and marrow; It judg es the thoughts and titudes of the heat.”

The Word of God is our safeguard in every situatittris a lamp

unto our feet and a light unto our pah. God’s Word will always
reveal and confirm His Mind to us, and His good, pleasing and per-
fect will for our lives. His Word can separate the spiritual from the
natural in our hearts, minds, emotions, and desires.
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However, to receive God'’s direction and the leading of the Holy Spirit

in our lives each day, we must completely surrender our will to His.

We must want that which God wants for our lives. We must desire
for ourselves that which God desires for us, and we must desire it for
the same reason that God desires it for us. The Holy Spirit will then
be able to communicate to us and carry out within us God’s good,
perfect, and pleasing will for us.

Nothing is more exciting and fulfilling than living the life that God
has prepared for us. Living in perfect harmony with your Creator
and Redeemer is the most peaceful and joyful experience that you
can have, and this is God’s desire for you. As you follow the leading
of the Holy Spirit, moment by moment, you will sense God'’s pres-
ence and peace in your life, as well as His Fatherhood.

It is written,“T hose who live accoding to the sinful nature have
their minds set on vihat that natur e desies; tut those who live in
accordance with the Spiit have their minds set on viat the Spirit
desires. The mind of sinful man is de¢h, but the mind controlled
by the Spirit is life and peacé And “T hose wo are led by the
Spirit of God are sons of God

We must set our minds on what the Spirit desires and allow the Holy
Spirit to dominate and control our minds. Then we will be able to be
led by the Holy Spirit in everything. We cannot dictate to God what
His will for our lives should be. We must get rid of our preconceived
plans and ideas and surrender our will to His.

Next, we must be a ready to obey. God will not give us direction and
light unless we mean to follow it. To do so would only add to our
disobedience to God. We must truly desire to know God's will for
the purpose of obeying, no matter what His will is.

If we become selective in our obedience to God'’s revealed will, we
will hinder or even forfeit our ability to hear His Voice and to sense
the leading of the Holy Spirit. For our good and for God’s Glory, we
must be ready to obey the leading and direction of the Holy Spirit in
any and every situation. By doing so, we are saying with our actions
that we trust our Heavenly Father completely and without question.
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In addition, we must trust the Guidance of the Holy Spirit. We must
believe that He is with us and directing us. We must lean upon Him
with all our heart and implicitly look up into His face and expect
Him to be true to us. The Bible says it this way:

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Lean not on your own
understanding. Acknowledge Him in all your ways, and He will
direct your path.” It is also written{Blessed is the one Wo trusts
in the Lord and whose tust is in Him. He will be like a tree
planted by the water that sends out its pots by the stream. It
does not £ar when hed comes; its le@es ae aways geen. It has
no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit."

We never have to be concerned about the Holy Spirit leading us in a
direction that is not good for us. He has only our best interests in
mind. He knows the mind of God and knows the end from the begin-
ning, and He never makes a mistake. Learn to trust Him completely.
This trust and reliance are not instantly achieved. We learn by doing,
over and over again. God understands that and is patient with us.

We may stumble from time to time in our walk with the Lord, but He
will not let us fall, especially when He knows that we want to know
His will and His ways, and that we want to follow Him and bring
glory to His Name. God will help us learn from our mistakes so that
we can discern His Voice and His leading in future situations.

We begin as babies in our spiritual lives, just as we do in our physical
lives. It takes a while to learn to crawl, then stand, and then walk. In
the same way, walking in the Spirit takes a while to learn and do on
a regular basis.

Walking in the Spirit is how we live a life pleasing to God. As His
children, we want to live in a way that brings glory to our Heavenly
Father and that also reveals the life of Jesus Christ to others. This is
accomplished moment by moment by walking in the Spirit.

The Bible says;W alk in the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires
of the sinful naure” “Be imitators of God therefore, as dealy loved
childr en and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gve Himself
up for us as a fiagrant offering and sacifice to God'
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We no longer live the way we did when we were in bondage to sin
and the devil. Itis writterftis f or freedom tha Christ has set us
free Stand frm, then, and do not let yurseles be lirdened
again by a yoke of slarery.”

We were slaves to sin, but now we are free to live the way God al-
ways intended for us to live. We can now live like Jesus lived, and
the Holy Spirit will help us know how to live like Him, and empower
and enable us to live as Jesus lived.

The Bible says;T hose who belong to Chiist Jesus hae crucified

the sinful natur e with its passions and desaés. Since w live by

the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” We no longer live
according to the desires of our sinful nature. The Holy Spirit will
always reveal the life of Jesus to us as we keep in step with Him.

Walking in the Spirit and keeping in step with the Spirit are both
moment-by-moment decisions that we make each day. The Holy
Spirit is always trying to live the life of Jesus through us. The life of
Jesus is a life of love. God is love, and there is no other word that
can describe the life of Jesus Christ better than the word love.

Jesus Chist didn’t come to be ministeed unto, but r ather to minis-
ter and to gve His life as a ansom br many. In the same way, we
are to live God'’s love life as the Holy Spirit directs and empowers us.

The entire law of God is summed up in the words of Jéktosre
the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your
mind, and all your strength, and love your neighbor as yurself”
And “Do unto others as yu would have others do unto yu."

“T he fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace patience kindness,
goodnessfaith, gentleness and self-contl.” The Holy Spirit will
produce the fruit of love in your life as you yield to, and obey, Him.

“Lo ve is pdient, love is kind. It does not eny, it does not boastit

is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seekingit is not easily

angered, it kegps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in
evil but rejoices with the tuth. It always protects,always trusts,
always hopesalways perseveres. Love never fails”
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The love of God has been shedoaoad in our heaits by the Holy
Spirit, and therefore we can now love God supremely and people as
we love ourselves. In other words, we obey the Holy Spirit in every-
thing, considering what Jesus would do in every situation, and then
we do that ourselves, no matter what our flesh or emotions want.

Concerning other people, whatever you would want someone else to
do for you in the same situation, that's what you should do for oth-
ers. The way you treat yourself is how you should treat others.

You no longer have to put yourself first in everything because Christ
has made you complete and filled the void in your life. You can now
put God first in everything, and others ahead of yourselves. Read,
meditate upon, and obey the following portion of God's Word:

If you have ary encouragement from being united with Christ, if
any comfort from His love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any
tendemess and compassiorthen make ny joy complete ly being
lik e-minded having the same loe, being one in spiit and purpose

Do nothing out of selish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility
consider othess better than yoursehes. Eab of you should look not
only to your own interests,but also to the inteests of othes. Your
attitude should be the same as thaf Christ Jesus:

Who, being in very natur e God did not consider equality with God
something to be gasped but made Himself nothing taking the very
natur e of a sevant, being made in human lilkeness And being found

in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient
to deah-- even deah on a cross!

Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place andgve Him the Name
that is above arery Name that at the Name of &sus eery knee should
bow, in hearen and on eath and under the eath, and every tongue
confess thaJesus Chist is Lord, to the gloty of God the Fther.

Read and obey the following Words of Jesus, and you will be blessed:

"I tell y ou who hear Me: Love your enemiesgdo good to those wo hate
you, bless those Wwo curse yu, pray for those who mistrea you.
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If someone stikes yu on one beek,tur n to him the other also. If some-
one takes yur shirt, do not stop him flom taking your coa. Give to
everyone who asks pu, and if anyone takes vhat belongs to pu, do not
demand it bak. Do to others as ypu would have them do to pu.

"I y ou love those vino love you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sin-
ners' love those vino love them. And if you do god to those wo are
good to you, what credit is thet to you? Even 'sinners' do that. And ifyou
lend to those fom whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to
you? Even 'sinners’ lend to 'sinners,’ expecting to be epaid in full.

But love your enemies,do good to them,and lend to them without
expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be gred, and
you will be sons of the Most Highbecause He is kind to the ungate-
ful and wicked Be meciful, just as your Father is merciful.

"Do not judge, and you will not be judged Do not condemn,and
you will not be condemnedForgive, and you will be forgiven. Give,
and it will be given to you. A good measue, pressed dwn, shalken
together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with
the measue you usg it will be measured to you."

The Holy Spirit will always lead us and prompt us to imitate Jesus
Christ in our lives each day and to obey His teachings. Obey the
Holy Spirit, and you will sense His Presence and direction in your
life more and more until you develop a truly intimate relationship
with your Heavenly Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.

Remember that the Holy Spirit is a Divine Being, a Person that you
cannot see, but Who is more real than anyone you can touch or see.
He will not force Himself on you. You must be sensitive to His Pres-
ence in your life and allow Him to make Jesus known to you.

How you live as a child of God is very important. The following
portion of God’s Word will give you some guidance and help you to
not grieve the Holy Spirit:

Do not let ary unwholesome talk come out of gur mouths, but
only what is helpful for building others up accoding to their
needs that it may beneft those who listen.



58 Chapter Six

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with Whom you were
sealed br the day of redemption. Get id of all bitter ness,rage
and anger, brawling and slander along with every form of mal-
ice. Be kind and compassiont to one another forgiving eat
other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

Be imitators of God therefore, as deaty loved dildr en and live
a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gve Himself up for us as
a fragrant offering and sacifice to God

But among you there must not be @en a hint of seual immorality,
or of any kind of impur ity, or of greed because these arimproper
for God's holy people Nor should there be obscenityfoolish talk or
coarse joking which are out of place but rather thanksgiving.

For of this you can be sue: No immoral, impure or geedy per-
son--sud a man is an idolder--has ary inheritance in the King-
dom of Christ and of God Let no one deceie you with empty
words, for because of sule things God's wrath comes on those
who are disobedient. Therefore do not be patners with them.

For you were once dakness,but now you are light in the Lord. Live as
childr en of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all gpodnessrigh-

teousness and tith) and find out what pleases the Lod. Have nothing
to do with the fruitless deeds of ddmess,but rather expose them.

In this chapter you have begun to learn Who the Holy Spirit is and
how to develop an intimate relationship with Him, and thereby expe-
rience True Happiness. In the next chapter, you will learn of other
aspects of the ministry of the Holy Spirit in your life. Before you
pray, please read the following words of Jesus Christ:

“So | say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and wu

will find; knock and the door will be opened to yu. For every-

one who asks eceies; he viho seeksifids; and to him who knodks,

the door will be opened "W hich of you fathers, if your son asks
for a fish, will give him a snale instead? Or if he asksdr an egg,

will give him a scopion? If you then, though you are evil, know

how to give good gfts to your childr en, how much more will your

Father in Heaven gve the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!"
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The following prayer can assist you in the growth of your relation-
ship with the Holy Spirit:

Dear Heavenly Father,

| want to thank You for drawing me to Yourself by the Holy Spirit,
and for giving me the gift of Eternal Life through my new spiritual

birth. Thank You for promising to give the Holy Spirit to anyone who
asks. | therefore ask right now for the Holy Spirit to come into my
life and to guide, direct, fill, and control every area of my life, to

reveal Jesus to me, and to show me how to live for You.

Thank You for always keeping your promise, and thank You that the
Holy Spirit is now in my life making Jesus more and more real to me.
Help me to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit and to not grieve Him in
any way. | hereby acknowledge His Presence in my life. | trust You
Holy Spirit to lead me and guide me into all Truth, and to reveal
Jesus in and through my life each day.

I thank You, God, for the Spirit of Truth and that | now have the mind
of Christ, and therefore can discern and judge between the Truth and
a lie. | thank You, God, that | can always test a spirit by the Word of
God to know whether it is You leading me, or another spirit attempt-
ing to mislead me. | want to always know Your will and do it.

Thank You, Father, that Your love has been shed abroad in my heart
by the Holy Spirit, and that | can now live a life of love towards You,
and other people. | know that | am complete in Jesus, and therefore
I can put You first and others before me.

| choose to yield myself to the Holy Spirit and desire to see the fruit
of the Spirit manifested in my life, so that You will be glorified in and
through me so that others can benefit from my life.

I want my life to be used by You, Lord, and trust You to empower me
and change me in whatever way is necessary to make me useful for
You. I love you, God, and am so thankful that | belong to You!

In Jesus’s Name | Pray,
Amen!



